Everyday Epiphany: “Open to Otherwise”
(Read 1 Kings 19:4-8 and John 6:42-51)

As the United States gears up for the next presidential election in
November 8, 2016, each opposing candidates and along with the media
are digging into their personal lives for every true or unsubstantiated
detail that might cast doubt on their abilities, ethics, principles and values.
These details are often blown out of proportion and have, in the
past, manifested to sway an election. It is sad to see, and unworthy of the
electoral process, but it is a reality nevertheless. Why? What part of
human nature wants to put another person down? Why do we listen to these accusations?
Jesus himself faced criticism, accusations and drew the contempt of the crowd
following him. They knew his parents and knew that he had come from Nazareth––they
were unwilling to open themselves to what Old Testament theologican Walter Brueggemann
has called “otherwise”. He said, because of the human need “to control ourselves and our
world, we try to establish a fixed, visible, settled “given” that is beyond criticism or reexamination, –– a “given” that variously passovers of intellectual, socio-economic, political,
and believing components. Once it is establishes, we protect this “given” by refusing any
alternative. But Jesus, like the prophets before him, understood that despite any “given,” God
always offers the possibility of “otherwise.”
For example, when Elijah prophesied drought and famine followed, he was able, by
God’s power to provide an endless supply of food for a widow and her son. When that son
died, Elijah, by God’s power, revived him, offering life as an alternative to death. When his
contemporaries were tempted to worship the baals, he exposed those false gods as helpless
frauds, offering the “otherwise” of the one true God.
When the early church pondered Jesus, cadences of Elijah rang in their ears because
they sensed that Jesus was an enactment of a dangerous, healing, liberating, otherwise that
could not be stopped. For these reasons, Jesus’ contemporaries has questioned his origins and
his teachings. He was perceived as a threat to their traditional “given” of law, liturgy and
purity, and in the end they killed him instead of listening and learning.
But there were some who did heed him and who allowed themselves to be taught.
Among those who have kept “otherwise” before our eyes and imaginations are:
Archbishop Oscar Romero, who was martyred for his faith in El Salvador, daily confronted
an unjust military government with their crimes, all the while calling for peace and justice.
Mother Teresa confronted poverty and disease with love and compassion. Dorothy Day did
not fear to speak out on behalf of the disenfranchised and neglected. Nelson Mandela could
have been angry and embittered by his 27 years of unjust imprisonment, but chose to forgive.
Mohandas Gandhi chose the path of peace and nonresistance rather than violence and war.
Martin Luther King Jr. dream of equality and justice while others clung to hatred, slavery
and segregation.
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October 22, 2016 (Saturday)
(every 4th Saturday of the month)
3:00 PM @ Fellowship Hall
See: Prince, Alterra, Abigail, Maricris,
and Zenas for more details
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Communion Stewards

October: TBD
November: Jack & Lita Buenavista

UMW Schedule

October 8, Saturday

Sunbeam Circle at 12:00 PM at Noemi Villanueva

October 13, Thursday

Happy Angels

October 14, Friday

Board Planning Meeting (1:00 p.m.)

October 15, Saturday

Susanna Wesley Circle Meeting

October 22, Saturday

Conference Annual Celebration Meeting
(Toberman Neighborhood Center
131 N. Grand Ave.
San Pedro, CA 90731)

*Please note: The UMW Annual Christmas Tea will be on Saturday, December 10th.

Church Attendance
September 4
September 11
September 18
September 25
October 2
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135
171
168
170
176

(Continued from page 1)

Which will we choose? Bitterness, fury, anger, shouting and all malice? Jesus chose instead
the “otherwise” of love and forgiveness. If we are his disciples, then we witness to that belonging in
all we are, in all we do, in all we think, in all we choose. See you in church.
In Loving Partnership,
Pastor Lily M. Villamin

Let’s Have a Birthday Celebration For Our Church
October 30th
Pastor Lily recently challenged the children and youth to set aside a small amount
of their allowance each week beginning October 1st in order to gift the church its
131st anniversary celebration on October 30th. We pray the adults will follow our
young people’s sacrificial leadership in giving.
Here is the break down:
Children:
$1.31
Youth:
$13.10
Adults:
$131.00 or $1310.00 for those who are able
Generous Givers: $10,031.00
Mark your gift as “Happy 131st Birthday” and please mark the church envelope
with the same before placing into the offering plate.
On October 30th is Youth Leadership Sunday and an All Church Potluck to
celebrate FUMC National City’s 131 anniversary will follow in Fellowship Hall.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN IN THE PARTY!
(Potluck contribution assignments by last name)

A-F

Rice and Salads

G-L

Drinks, paper goods (plates, cups, napkins, etc.),
Utensils

M-R

Main Dish / Entrees

S-Z

Dessert and Fruits
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Please RSVP your youth group by Oct. 12th to
Alisa Wentzel atoffice@nhunited.org

Youth will learn skills needed to be restorative,
compassionate, forgiving and capable of
moving boulders

Normal Heights UMC
4650 Mansfield
San Diego, 92116

Ice Cream Social after the Workshop

Sunday October 16th
1-3pm

A Youth Workshop
Sponsored by Normal Heights United
Methodist Youth Group

Be a Transformative Peacemaker
Thru Forgiveness

Local Community Events for Our Youth

Recent Funds Received
Sept 18, 2016
Sept 25, 2016
October 2, 2016

General Fund Received:
Designated Funds Received:
Total Received:
General Fund Received:
Designated Funds Received:
Total Received:
General Fund Received:
Designated Funds Received:
Total Received:

Amount Needed EACH Week: $5,451.00
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$3,709.00
$740.00
$4,449.00
$3,018.50
$125.00
$4,449.50
$5,436.00
$806.00
$6,242.00

***Please Note:
Designated Funds are
spent in accordance to
contributor’s wishes and
are not included in the
General Funds.***
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Fill Our Pews with

The Faith We Sing

- 8-

